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The Christian Hope 
 

The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. 
It finds all its meaning in the resurrection. 
Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we, 
too, shall be raised. 
 
The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, 
in the certainty that “neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
This joy, however, does not make human 
grief unchristian. The very love we have for 
each other in Christ brings deep sorrow 
when we are parted by death. Jesus himself 
wept at the grave of his friend. So, while we 
rejoice that one we love has entered into the 
nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in 
sympathy with those who mourn. 
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Burial of  the Dead: Rite II 

Mary Caldwell Weppner 
07/18/1940 — 11/23/2024 

The Anthem (standing)          BCP 491 
 

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. 
Whoever has faith in me shall have life, 
even though he die. 
And everyone who has life, 
and has committed himself to me in faith, 
shall not die for ever. 
 
As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives 
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
After my awaking, he will raise me up; 
and in my body I shall see God. 
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him 
who is my friend and not a stranger. 
 
For none of us has life in himself, 
and none becomes his own master when he dies. 
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord, 
and if we die, we die in the Lord. 
So, then, whether we live or die, 
we are the Lord's possession. 
 
Happy from now on 
are those who die in the Lord! 
So it is, says the Spirit, 
for they rest from their labors. 

Prelude (seated)                     Dana Anderson, organ 
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The Collect (standing)          BCP 493 
 
 Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
   Silence is kept. 
 
  O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 

destroyed death, and brought life and immortality to light: Grant that 
your servant Mary, being raised with him, may know the strength of his 
presence, and rejoice in his eternal glory; who with you and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Remembrance (seated) 

Hymn (standing, sung by all)                            Hymn 662 
 “Abide with me,” Eventide 



 

5 

The Liturgy of  the Word 

The First Reading (seated)                Niffy Bube 
 Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33 
 
 Reader:  A reading from the book of Lamentations. 
  
 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. ‘The Lord is my portion,’ says 
my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in him.’ The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to 
the soul that seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of 
the Lord. For the Lord will not reject for ever. Although he causes grief, he will have 
compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not willingly 
afflict or grieve anyone. 

 
 Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
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The Second Reading (seated)                       Izzy Tarantola 
 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:9 
 

 Reader:  A reading from Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians. 
  

 So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner 
nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us 
for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be 
seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be 
seen is eternal. For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this 
tent we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling— if indeed, when we 
have taken it off we will not be found naked. For while we are still in this tent, we 
groan under our burden, because we wish not to be unclothed but to be further 
clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us 
for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always 
confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away 
from the Lord— for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and 
we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are 
at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 

 

 Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm (seated, read in unison)                      Jodi Weppner 
 Psalm 23 (King James Version), Dominus regit me 
 

The LORD is my shepherd; * 
    I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; * 
    he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul; * 
    he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his Name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil; * 
    for thou art with me; 
    thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; * 
    thou anointest my head with oil; 
    my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
    and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
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Sequence Hymn (standing, sung by all)           Hymn 680, v. 1 & 4-6 
 “O God our help in ages past,” St. Anne 

The Gospel (standing)                                     John 6:37-40 
  
 Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
 People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  
 Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes to me I 

will never drive away; for I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but 
the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose 
nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. This is indeed the will 
of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life; and I 
will raise them up on the last day.’  

 
 Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Homily (seated)                The Rev. Christian Paul Basel 

The Apostles’ Creed (standing, said by all)          BCP 496 
 
 Celebrant: In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our  
   faith and say, 

 
People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Lord’s Prayer (standing, said by all) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  



 

9 

Prayers of the People (standing)         BCP 497 
 
 Celebrant: For our sister Mary, let us pray to our Lord Jesus 
   Christ who said, "I am Resurrection and I am Life." 
 
   Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw 
   near to us who mourn for Mary, and dry the tears of those who weep. 
 People: Hear us, Lord. 
 
 Celebrant: You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in 
   our sorrow. 
 People: Hear us, Lord. 
 
 Celebrant: You raised the dead to life; give to our sister eternal life. 
 People: Hear us, Lord. 
 
 Celebrant: You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our 
   sister to the joys of heaven. 
 People: Hear us, Lord. 
 
 Celebrant: Our sister was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit;  
   give her fellowship with all your saints. 
 People: Hear us, Lord. 
 
 Celebrant: She was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant her a 
   place at the table in your heavenly kingdom. 
 People: Hear us, Lord. 
 
 Celebrant: Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our sister; let our faith be  
   our consolation, and eternal life our hope. 
 
 Silence is kept. 
 
 Celebrant: Father of all, we pray to you for Mary, and for all those whom we love 
   but see no longer. Grant to them eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine 
   upon them. May her soul and the souls of all the departed, through the 
   mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
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The Commendation 

 Celebrant: Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
 People: where sorrow and pain are no more, 
   neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

 Celebrant: You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; 
   and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and to earth shall we 
   return. For so did you ordain when you created me, saying, 
   "You are dust, and to dust you shall return." All of us go down 
   to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, 
   alleluia, alleluia. 

 People: Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
   where sorrow and pain are no more, 
   neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

Celebrant: Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your 
servant Mary. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of 
your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your 
own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy, 
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the 
glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 

 
The Blessing (standing) 
 
The Dismissal (standing) 
 
 Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
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Departing Procession (standing, sung by all)                            Hymn 473 
 “Lift High the Cross,” Crucifer 

Please join the family for a reception in memory of Mary Caldwell Weppner 
at the Cheyenne Frontier Days Event Center from 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

Postlude                      Dana Anderson, organ 
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